
As to the matter of treatment, he was somewhat
surprised to hear the views expressed in the paper.
Dr. Althaus apparently depended entirely on mercu-

rials, and had little or nothing to say in regard to
iodide of potassium. As for his part, he had some time
since given up the use of mercury entirely in these
cases, as he had never seen any beneficial results from
it. He had had indubitable evidence, in his experience,
of the superior value of the iodide, and he believed
that this was the experience also of the great majority
of neurologists in this country.
Dr. L. Putzel said that he was glad that the ques-

tion of therapeutics had been taken up, and stated that
he agreed entirely with the author of the paper in re-

gard to the superiority of mercury. It was now about
six years since he had become convinced that syphilis
did not yield, or at least, but slowly, to iodide of po-
tassium. Formerly, he employed the bichloride of
mercury, but more recently he had found much better
results from the use of inunction. It was his custom to
employ this until the teeth began to be touched, and then
discontinue it. In connection with this, small doses of

' iodide of potassium sometimes seemed of service.
As to occlusion of the basilar artery, which Dr.

Althaus would assign as the direct cause of syphilitic
coma, it seemed to him that we were likely to have a
number of vessels injured, but not sufficiently to cause
occlusion. The blood-supply would be diminished, but
this would not be sufficient to cause total occlusion
until the end.

Recent Literature.

Rheumatism, its Nature, its Pathology, and its Suc-
cessful Treatment. By T. J. Maclagan, M.D.
New York: Wm. Wood & Co. 1886.
This volume, which constitutes the September issue

for the present year of " Wood's Library of Standard
Medical Authors," is a reprint of the English edition,
which has already received favorable notice in these
columns. Its publication as one of the series referred
to will be gratifying and profitable to the subscribers.
Diagnosis of Diseases of the Brain and of the Spinal

Cord. By W. R. Gowers, M.D., F.R.C.P., Assist.
Prof. of Clin. Med. in Univ. Coll., Phys. to Univ.
Coll. Hosp., and to the Nat. Hosp., for the Para-
lyzed and Epileptic. New York: William Wood
& Co. 1885.
This most valuable work comprises the lectures of

the author on the diagnosis of diseases of the brain aud
spinal cord. The student or practitioner who studies
it carefully, will be amply repaid by the clear ideas
which he will attain regarding locality and nature of
lesions affecting the central nervous system, and the
methods of analyzing cases of nervous disease. The book
is not a systematic treatise on the various lesions affect-
ing the brain and cord, the sections on the pathology
being rather intended to teach methods of diagnosis
than to describe exhaustively the diseases diagnosti-
cated. The student will acquire a practical knowledge,
however, of the principal disorders with which he will
have to deal in his practice. It is needless to call at-
tention to separate parts of the work, as all are excel-
lent, carefully prepared, and presented in a clear, con-
cise, and attractive style. The book contains about
three hundred pages.

A Guide to the Examination of the Nose. By E.
Cresswell Baber, M.B., London. Surgeon to
the Brighton and Sussex Throat and Ear Dispen-
sary. With illustrations. New York: J. H. Vail
& Co., 21 Astor Place. 1886.
This book has been carefully prepared, and it can

be recommended as a reliable guide to the examination
of the parts of which it treats. The author has wisely
drawn largely from Zuekerkandl's classic work, which
gives peculiar value to the chapter on the anatomy of
the nose. Attention is called to some important ana-
tomical points which have not been sufficiently insisted
upon, and familiar details are rapidly passed over.
Considerable prominence is given to the tubercle of the
septum, an accumulation of glandular elements
forming a distinct eminence on either side of the sep-
tum in its superior region, and which Mr. Baber is
inclined to think guards and protects the anterior ex-

tremity of the olfactory slit in the same manner that
the anterior end of the inferior turbinated bone, espe-
cially when erected, guards the respiratory region.

The chapters on anterior and posterior rhinoscopy
describe clearly and in detail the different instruments
and methods necessary to examine the nasal cavities.
The book is profusely illustrated, and contains many
original drawings by the author.
Dictionary of Practical Surgery by various British

Hospital Surgeons. Edited by Christopher
Heath, F.R.C.S., Holme Professor of Clinical
Surgery in University College, London; and Sur-
geon to University College Hospital. Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1886. 2 vols. in 1,
8vo., pp. vi, 970 and 884.
The dictionary is intended to fill a want in the lib-

rary of the busy practitioner by supplying immediate
information as to diagnosis and treatment in cases of
surgical disease or injury. The aim of the editor
has been to produce a compendium of the British
practice of surgery at the present day, and he con-
siders that the object has been fairly accomplished, as

only two years have elapsed between the planning and
completion of the dictionary. In the general plan of
the book the different surgical affections are described
in comparatively short articles under their proper
names, in alphabetical order, or when it has been
found more convenient to group together a series of
diseases of one organ, cross references have been
given.

The value of such a dictionary must depend very
largely upon the character of the writers of the differ-
ent articles, and the list contains the names of a very
large number of men who are widely known in con-

nection with the subjects upon which they have
written.

Abdominal Aneurism is treated by William Murray,
Abdominal Hernia by Frederic Trêves, Abdominal
Tumors by J. Knowlsey Thornton, The various
Syphilitic Affections by Jonathan Hutchinson ; Rob-
ert Liveing has written many of the Dermatologieal
Articles, and Berkeley Hill that on Stricture of the
Urethra ; Tumors of the Bladder are treated by Sir
Henry Thompson, Lithotomy and Litliotrity by Wil-
liam Cadge; William Watson Cheyne writes on Anti-
septics, Dr. Cruise, of Dublin, on the Endoscope; Mr.
Gamgee on various subjects connected with the treat-
ment of wounds.

Other writers are Sir William MacCormac, William
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Macciien, Stephen MacKenzie, Howard Marsh, Sir
James Paget, Bilton Pollard, C. Mansell Moullin, T.
Pickering Pick, Victor Horsley, Charters J. Symonds,
Bernard Pitts, Dyce Duckworth, Alban Doran, Percy
Kidd, and many others whose names are a guarantee
for the excellence of their papers.

One of the great advantages of such a book is the
readiness with which one gains information in regard
to unusual and obsolete terms, and some interesting
articles are to be found, as that by Mr. Chetton on

Fragilitas Ossium, and those on Riders bone, Dugas'
test, and others too numerous to mention : the book
contains also a description of a large number of splints
and operations that are known by the names of their
inventors, but the book shows that it is what it claims
to be, a compendium of British Surgery, by the omis-
sion of some important American names, as Physic's
splint.

The book covers the entire domain of surgery and
many kindred subjects, and we can imagine might be
especially useful to any one who does not pretend to
maintain an accurate acquaintance with all the wide
field, but is still constantly liable to meet, in reading
and conversation, with terms newly come into use.

The writer of this notice must confess to have
opened this book with a feeling that dictionaries were

becoming too frequent, but a very little time spent in
reading the articles that interested him, has served to
impress him with the fact that a great deal of time
and care has been spent in its preparation, and that it
is well worthy of the place beside Quain's Dictionary
of Medicine, which it was intended to fill.
A Treatise on the Diseases of the Nervous System. By
William A. Hammond, M.D. Eighth edition, 8vo.,
945 pp. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1886.
This edition has been " revised thoroughly," but it

does not differ materially from the preceding edition
except in the addition of a section on " Certain Ob-
cure Diseases of the Nervous System." This section
consists of chapters on tetany, Thomsen's disease, aud
the curious disturbance known as miryachit, with its
kindred affections. The first two chapters are exceed-
ingly defective. No mention is made of the peculiar
position of the fingers in the spasm of tetany, nor of
Trousseau's symptom

—

the aggravation of the spasm
by pressure on the nerve trunks. The electrical re-
actions in the two diseases, so fully described by Erb,
are also neglected. The chapter on miryachit is curi-
ous and entertaining. The revisions of later editions,
however, have failed to make the book an exponent
of recent knowledge. Its value to the specialist and
the general practitioner is apparent when we state
that there is no discussion of tendon reflex or reaction
of degeneration, no chapter on multiple neuritis, and
no description of the different forms of peripheral
paralysis ; and, furthermore, that under aphasia no
mention is made of Kussmaul's investigations or of
word-deafness ; under amyotrophic lateral sclerosis no
mention is made of exaggeration of the reflexes ; under
infantile paralysis no mention is made of qualitative
changes in electrical excitability ; and under locomo-
tor ataxia no mention is made of reflex immobility of
the pupils to light. Yet this book " has continued
to receive approval, at home and abroad, to an ex-
tent beyond tbat ever given to any other work of
like scope and objects, published in any part of the
world" !

THE FORTY-FOURTH MASSACHUSETTS REG-
ISTRATION REPORT.1

The population of Massachusetts, by the State
Census of 1885, was 1,942,141, of whom 932,884
were males and 1,009,257 were females. The popu-
lation of the State increased 30.37 per cent, from
1865 to 1875 and 17.57 per cent, from 1875 to
1885.

The birth-rate in 1885 was 25.12 per 1,000 of the
population; the death-rate 19.61. Since 1860 the
excess of birth-rates over death-rates, calculated by
periods of five years, has gradually diminished so as

to be now about one-half what it was twenty-five
years ago.

There were 50,379 births during the year, including
1,589 still-born. The rate of living births (48,790) to
the population is nearly the same as that of France,
as is the average for the last twenty years, but much
less than in England, Denmark, Sweden, Austria,
Netherlands, Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, Spain and
Germany. In the twenty-three cities in Massachu-
setts the birth-rate in 1885 was 27.59 ; in the rest of
the State 21.97. There were 903 illegitimate births.

The marriage-rate was 8.78 (17.56 persons married
to each 1,000 of the population) or 1.5 lower than
the average of the past twenty years. The approxi-
mate average age at marriage was of men 28.05 years ;
of women 25.30. There were 646 divorces granted
during the year, 214 to men and 432 to women.

The deaths, 38,094, were 1,104 more than the pre-
vious year, making a death-rate of 19.61, as compared
with 19.80 for the period of five years, and 19.44 for
the thirty years, ending in 1885. In the twenty-three
cities, with a population of 1,0«7,496, the death-rate
was 21.2 ; in the rest of the State 17.6. For the four
quarters of the year the percentages of all deaths
were, beginning with the first 24.4; 23.0 ; 29.1 ; 23.5.

1 Forty-Fourth Report to the Legislature of Massachusetts relating
to the Registry and Return of Births, Marriages and Deaths in the
Commonwealth, for the Year ending December 31, 1885. Togetherwith the Reports relating to the Returns of Libels for Divorce and to
the Returns of Deaths investigated by the Medical Examiners. For
the Year 1885. Prepared by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
With Editorial Remarks by Frank Wells,M.D.
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